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Shirley Elsey was born on August 16, 1929, in St. Louis to Wilson and Grace 
Elsey; an older brother, Bill, died in an automobile accident after returning from 
service in World War II. Shirley was educated by the Sisters of Loretto at St. 
Cronan and St. Ann parish schools and graduated from Nerinx Hall High School. 
 In 1951, she graduated magna cum laude from Webster College w ith a major in 
math and minors in education and philosophy. Shirley was a day student at 
Webster, but she and her mother were generous in their invitations the boarders 
to come to their home and enjoy a delicious meal.  Shirley was on WebsterÕs 
varsity basketball team and she continued to be a very good player of tennis and 
volleyball as well. 
  
In October 1951, Shirley entered Loretto and, at Reception, received the name 
Sister Margaret Grace. During her years in the novitiate, she was known as the 
ÒfixerÓ and with her own set of tools made many simple repairs in the Novitiate 
building.  
  
After first vows in 1954, Margaret Grace taught math and chemistry at Loretto 
H igh School in Louisville.  Each Saturday she went to Nazareth College (now 
Spaulding University) to take chemistry classes and, in turn, taught what she 
learned to her class the next week.  In 1958, Margaret Grace went to Washington, 
DC, to begin graduate work in math and physics at Catholic University. She 
received a PhD from Catholic University in 1963. 
  
After graduate school, she joined the faculty at Loretto Heights College as a 
professor of math and physics. Students requested a class in astronomy and 



Margaret Grace took some courses and taught it for the first time in 1972. She 
lived in Pancratia Hall and had many friends among the students who would 
join her in making fudge and rosaries.  Many of these students kept in touch w ith 
her for years. 
  
The advent of computers and how to make them work was the kind of challenge 
that Margaret Grace loved. When she left Loretto Heights, she went to several 
locations helping staffs set up computer programs at the Staff Office and Francis 
Heights in Denver, at El Paso, and at the Motherhouse Infirmary.  She also 
helped problem solve by phone when necessary.  Katherine Ann Heinz recalls 
her patience with both persons and programs and that she would follow up to 
see how the systems were working. 
  
In 1991 Margaret Grace moved to Kentucky where she taught classes at St. 
Catherine College and became the medical data processor for the Infirmary.  She 
continued to share her love of cooking and made ice cream cakes for the Jubilee 
of her dear friend, Barbara Croghan. She shared her library of mystery stories 
w ith others and welcomed conversation about Òa good read.Ó In 2004 Margaret 
Grace moved to the Infirmary where she died on December 8, 2008. 
  
We are grateful for your l ife with us, Margaret Grace, and your generosity in 
sharing with Loretto and students your many academic and practical skil ls. 


