AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS

(N 1797, DURING THE FRENCH ONE COME IN.
REVOLUTION, FATHER CHARLES |\ it
NERINCKX: WAS PASTOR IN A : .

SMALL BELGIAN TOWN. THE -
FRENCH SOLDIERS DID NOT LIKE = |22 Ve
THE CHURCH DOCTRINES HE
TAUGHT THE CHILDREN OF Y,

HIS PARISH... g |

)
3

FRENCH SOLDIERS
ARE COMING TO
ARREST YOU!

/- WE HAVE COME
TO HELP YOV
ESCAPE.PLEASE
PO AS WE

QUICKLY, FATHER !
PUT ON THESE
CLOTHES ANPC
COME WITH Us.

YOU LOOK. LIKE
A GOOD FLEMISH
PEASANT NOW,
FATHER.




LOOK AHEAD..
THE SOLDIERS!

PAY-NO ATTENTION.

WALK: PAST THEM, AND

PRAY THEY DON'T
RECOGNIZE FATHER.

4]

ONLY PEASANTS,
PROBABLY COMING
FROMA SAYING
GOODBYE To

BUT FATHER NERINCKX ESCAPED, | | CHARLES | OF COURSE, NOW I
AND FLED T0 ANOTHER TOWN IN KNOW YOU... AND T CAN HELP YOU.
WHICH HIS AUNT WAS MOTHER THERE (5 A ROOM IN THE

SVUPERIOR OF A HOSPITAL.

FOUR YEARS PASSED. FATHER NERINCKX HID
- IN HIS ROOM ALL DAY, GOING QYT
YOU CAN HIDE HERE DURING THE ONLY AT NIGHT.
PAY: AT NIGHT PERHAPS YOU
CAN VISIT THE SICK AND GIVE
THEM THE SACRAMENTS. OUR
PARISH PRIEST HAD TO

FLEE ALSO.




AND THEN ONE DAY..
BISHOP CARROLL OF BALTIMORE
HAS ANSWERED MY LETTER.THEY
NEED PRIESTS IN
AMERICA AND THEY
WANT ME TO
COME THERE.

' GLAD

FOR YOU,
CHARLES.
JUST THINK
YOU'LL BE ABLE
TO HAVE YOUR
OWN PARISH

Z -
WITH THE - 3 '
BISHOP'S gt
H (e = /
IN BALTIMORE.. NF&T,NE'EX :
THE MISSIONS IN KENTUCKY NEED STARTED : BB
ANOTHER PRIEST. THERE IS A OVT. _ g
GROUP GOING OUT THERE . —
SOON AAND YOU CAN -
PROBABLY GO :
I'M READY TO
WITH THEM. GO ANYTIME, YOUR =
EXCELLENCY. < )
| TR el

ON JULY 19,1905, HE ARRIVED IN

)

WHO WAS THE ONLY PRIEST THERE.

KENTUCKY TO HELP FATHER BADIN,

U wetcone , FATHER

IT'6 GOAD TO SEE
ANOTHER PRIEST.

UM HAPPY TO |
BE HERE,
FATHER BADIN.

FATHER NERINCKX
WORKS AS HARD As
ANY OF THE WORK-
MEN. HE'S GOING
TO GET THINGS
DONE AROUND
HERE, THAT
ONE !

" 'VE NEVER SEEN

ANYONE LIKE HIM.
HE'S WILLING TO
COME TO SEE YOV
ANY HOUR OF THE
DAY OR NIGHT. I
HOPE HE STAYS

HERE A LONG
TIME.




S

HELPING HIS PEQPLE. ON ONE TRIP...

VERY FEW THINGS KEPT FATHER NERINCKX FROM

GET DOWN,AND

WHAT ARE YOV
GIVE ME YOUR

YOU'LL NEVER GET
ACROSS, FATHER.
BETTER GO BACK.

'VE GOT TO CROSS.
THERE'S A SICK MAN
& WAITING FOR THE |
L LAST SACRAMENTS,

GOING TO
SADDLE. ¢

JUST THIS..WITH TWO
SADDLES I SHOULD
BE HIGH ENOVGH,

FATHER ,COME
BACK! YOU'LL
NEVER MAKE

DON'T WORRY..,
"L BRING YOUR
R TP\ SA0DLE BACK!

¢»

FATHER NERINCKX WAS DETERMINED TO HELP
HIS PEOPLE IN EVERY WAY. IN KENTUCKY
THERE WERE NO SCHOOLS FOR THE CHILDREN
AND NO SISTERS TO TEACH THEM. HE WANTED
EDUCATION FOR THEM, 50 IN 1807, WITH
FATHER BADIN'S MELP,A CONVENT WAS
BUILT, AND SEVEN YOUNG WOMEN WERE

READY TO START A RELIGIOUS ORDER,

PR




'BUT BEFORE THE SCHOOL OPENED...

FATHER! FATHER NERINCKX, I
WAKE UP! THE CONVENT /
15 BURNING !

IT's ToO LATE
TO PO ANY-

==Y OUR WHOLE
=il .CONVENT AND
\  SCHOOL...GONE!

ONE DAY A YOUNG WOMAN NAMED MARY RHODES
CAME TO FATHER NERINCKX...

INE COME FROM MARYLAND
TO LIVE WITH mY BROTHER,,
AND I'D LIKE TO DO SOMETHING
WHILE I'M HERE. DO YOV

sUPPOSE I COULD OPEN
A SCHOOL?

BY THIS FIRE GOD HAS
CLEARLY SHOWN ME THAT
I’ NOT THEONE TOSTART /| WE MUST

‘A RELIGIOUS ORDER

IN KENTUCKY, DISCOURAGED,

FATHER BADIN.
GOD WIiLL

A SCHOOL! YOU'VE
ANSWERED MY PRAYER!
I'LL DO ANYTHING
TO HELP YOU! /=




ALREADY, FATHER, I
HAVE ALMOST MORE
CHILDREN THAN I CAN
HANDLE, BUT CHRISTINA
STUART WOULD LIKE TO

HELP ME.

TOGETHER CHRISTINA WE SHOULD |
BE ABLE TO HELP THE CHILDREN
EVEN MORE.

/' 1 WILL 0O IT WILLINGLY. 3
I HAVE WANTED AN ORDER J
OF SISTERS HERE FOR

FATHER, WOULD YOV WRITE A
RULE OF RELIGIOUS LIFE
) FOR Us? —

LATER NANCY
HAVERN
[JOINED THEM.
THE THREE
WOMEN LIVED
TOGETHER, AND .
TAUGHT SCHOOL
TOGETHER,
BUT THEY
WANTED To
0O MORE...

TOPAY WE HAVE THE
PRIVILEGE OF SEEING THESE
THREE YOUNG WOMEN RECEIVE

THEIR VEILS. IT (5 AN HONOR
FOR THE COMMUNITY.

/” MAMA, FIX MY BONNET RIGHT. \&

1 WANT TO LOOK NICE WHEN I
SEE MISS RHODES AND OUR
OTHER TEACHERS GET THEIR




WELL, FATHER FINAL&’Y ﬁ
D...

GOT WHAT HE WAN
L ASCHOOL AND NUNS 10

V,TE;ACH INIT. ¢

IN TIME A SUPERIOR, MOTHER ANN
RHOPES, WAS ELECTED, AND
THEN IN 19/6 FATHER NERINCKX

WENT TO ROME, AND SAW THE POPE...

YOUR HOLI-
NESS, DO YOV
GIVE YOUR
APPROVAL TO THIS
SOCIETY OF THE
k SISTERS OF
LORETTO AT THE

1 GIVE MY FULL
APPROVAL .. THIS
INSTITUTION AND
ITS PROGRESS
PLEASES ME.

MORE THAN
EULFILLED.




