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How fortunate to have one of Loretto' s finest thinkers turn her attention to issues both plaguing 
and enriching contemporary religious understanding. Among the plagues are consumerism, violence, 
pillage of our planet Earth, the passion for domination and control. At the same time this small book­
let offers new insights into earth-spirituality, attentiveness to the needs of the times, a sense of what it 
means to be united in a global connection, and what all this may mean for a religious community and 
the vows that mold it. 

Elaine Prevallet, whose own life has been shaped by years of contemplative study and quiet re­
flection, sets before the reader a lively introduction to the new cosmology. When you know how tiny 
Earth is in comparison with other stars in our galaxy and a hundred billion other galaxies, does it 
give you a sense of how precious this bit of creation is, how we're all together, depending on each 
other for our lives, she asks us. 

A chapter on "Moving and Consuming" delineates cultural changes that can leave us inwardly 
and outwardly rootless - the loss of identity with a neighborhood, declining affiliation with a 
church, new family arrangements, mindless television-watching affecting our unconscious and 
subconscious. Still, Elaine points out, surveys indicate that 35 per cent of the U.S. population share a 
set of values at odds with the predominant culture and offer community-and-earth-conscious pockets 
of hope. 

This study moves on to investigate the power of a fundamental spiritual unity at the ground of 
all creation in face of the threat of planetary destruction. What is the contribution of Christianity? of 
religious communities? of the traditional vows? Each of the vows is perceived as energy: poverty, 
the fundamental vow; obedience, the practical vow; celibacy, the distinctive vow. Readers who have 
made these vows, that is, members of religious orders, as well as those familiar with this state of life 
will find fresh new insights into their meaning and possibilities. 

Sandy Ardoyno' s drawings bring the wonder of creation before us on almost every page and form 
a delightful accompaniment to Elaine's beautiful prose with its wealth of facts, examples, and stories. 
Dear reader, you're going to love this little book! 
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