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Degr Reader,;

s I write, it is certainly
wintertime here in
North America. The

wooly worms whose develop-

ment gets our attention in

Kentucky during late fall kept

us on alert to their predictions

of lots of snow with tempera-
tures “not too cold.” Given the content of this issue of
Loretto Magazine, for sure our hearts will be warmed with
the commitment expressed by the day-to-day activities of
Loretto Community members and friends.

In all the ways that you will read about in this issue,
you continue to be present as well with your interest and
prayers and financial support. As you page through the
magazine, I wonder if you will sit back and consider:

The real love that is present in every room and corri-
dor in the Living Center at Loretto Motherhouse.
Those are amazing social work students. How many
boxes of detergent did they open today?

* What action can I take today to prevent another mom
from seeing her child languish because there is no
food or medicine?
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Pour out upon us the power

of your love, that we may
protect life and beauty.

Pope Francis,
from "A Prayer for Our Earth," Laudato Si

-
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With you all, I exclaim with Pope Francis, “Laudate Deum!"
Praise God!

'The work is ongoing and never to be completed even as
little bits of it are addressed in the day-by-day efforts that
we all make. These lines from our Loretto Constitutions, I
Am the Way, article 33, say it well: “As we stand with Mary
at the foot of the cross, we strive to bring the healing
Spirit of God into our world and we commit ourselves
to improving the conditions of those who sufter from in-
justice, oppression and deprivation of dignity. In this way,
we participate in the church’s mission of proclaiming the
transforming love of God.”

Recently, a friend, Jan Hallman, closed a letter with
words I asked to share with you as we close out these win-
try days: “I wish you all the best in the days and years to
come. Never give up!! Generations to come are depending
on our wisdom, courage, perseverance and love to keep
our world safe and healthy. Be well.”

With love,

Barbara Nicholas SL
President of Loretto

Photo: Donna Mattingly SL
Winter 2024 « 3



spotlight

Viethamese adoptees reunite

ore than 55 adoptees, spouses and children came together in Colorado in Au-

gust to spend time together and share thoughts and feelings about their adop-

tions. Mary Nelle Gage SL and Ruth Routten CoL hosted the gathering. Mary
Nelle and Ruth worked with orphans during and after the Vietnam War.

Tobi Peters, one of the reunion organizers and one of the first orphans to be
adopted into Colorado, said, “We had such a wonderfully packed agenda ... some
rest and relaxation, a documentary about Vietnamese adoptees and their personal
journeys with adoption, a global video chat, food and more food, a couple of Asian
cooking classes, getting to know the elders who were in Vietnam and helped save
us, a remembrance for those close to us who have passed, nonprofit work for Viet-
namese orphans, sharing of our own adoption stories, looking at books and adoption
records, enjoying videos of our orphanages and trips back to Vietnam.

Laura Garrett, left, and Mary Nelle "We packed all of this into three days! Lots of wonderful connections, bonding,
Gage SL enjoy one another's com- growth and a deeper sense of our adoption journey.”

pany during the weekend retreat.
Photo courtesy of Laura Garrett

Vietnamese adoptees gather with Mary Nelle Gage SL (kneeling, front right), who hosted the reunion with Ruth Routten CoL. In the
1970s Mary Nelle, Ruth and Susan Carol McDonald SL cared for children in orphanages and as they were adopted and transported
to new homes in the U.S. and other countries. Mary Nelle and Ruth have stayed in touch with many of the now-grown adoptees and
their families, as did Susan Carol until her death in 2020. Photo: Kirk Van Tran

To learn about the story of Loretto members who worked with children in Vietnam, see the fall 2021 issue of Loretto Magazine:
https://www.lorettocommunity.org/loretto-magazine-fall-2021.

4 - Loretto Magazine


https://www.lorettocommunity.org/loretto-magazine-fall-2021

spotlight video

Introducing Loretto's Justice Fellowship program

so alongside emerging social justice leaders. "Loretto is at the leading edge

in responding to the calls of our times," says Annie Rosenkranz, program
director. "Our Fellows are changemakers from within the communities in which they
serve; they are also mothers, caretakers of parents/siblings/families, first-generation
college students, first-generation American citizens and community leaders."

The program helps shape and sustain Loretto’s current and future impact, provides

tangible assistance to social justice organizations in El Paso and deepens the personal
and professional development of Fellows.

| he Loretto Justice Fellowship furthers Loretto mission and values, and it does

See article and photos starting on page 8.

In this issue's Spotlight Video, Annie talks about the program and its successful roll-
out. Check out our Spotlight Video page here: www.lorettocommunity.org/spotlight.
Annie Rosenkranz directs the new
Loretto Justice Fellowship pro-
gram. She previously directed the
Loretto Volunteer program, which
has been reimagined to fit current

demands and needs.
Photo courtesy of Larissa Meza

Together this year, our Loretto Justice Fellows will contribute more than
3,300 service hours to partner organizations at the U.S./Mexico border
while connecting with each other and Loretto Community members.

Annie Rosenkranz, director, Loretto Justice Fellowship

)
www.lorettocommunity.org/spotlight

Vector World Maps
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At Loretto Living Center compassion
and love remain front and center

Loretto Living Center staff know how to work hard, and they know how to have fun!
Photo courtesy of Michelle Essex

P ] ichelle Essex, administrator at the Loretto Living Center in Nerinx, Ky., shares her views on the Center and its

mission in an inspiring video about the Motherhouse (find the link in box below to watch):

"The Loretto Motherhouse Infirmary became the Loretto Living Center in January of 2023. The Living Center is a non-
profit organization responsible for the operations of our nursing facility, which includes departments for nursing, food ser-
vice, environmental services, pastoral care, social services, activities and administration, along with affiliations for therapy,
diagnostic and physician services.

"We are a licensed long-term care facility currently caring for up to 63 residents. Our mission is to provide the highest
standard of holistic care that promotes comfort, security and dignity for all residents in a home-like atmosphere.

We strive to value each person, staff and resident and welcome them as a positive addition to our community.

"We respect the dignity of our residents, encouraging, fostering and supporting them along their life journey. We recog-
nize the rights and individual freedoms of all people and encourage that freedom toward the health, personal fulfillment
and happiness of each of our residents. We value the dedication and reliability of our staff, residents and extended commu-
nity. Together we care for each other with compassion and love."

Watch

Neil Tucker CoL and Eleanor Craig
SL created a compelling video about
the Loretto Motherhouse in Nerinx,
Ky., sharing its beauty and its many
ministries. The video was shared

at the October 2023 Community
Gathering.

Watch it here:
https://youtu.be/TuRy4QvXihc
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Loretto heeds the pope's latest urgent
plea on behalf of Earth and all life

science, and with an eye to the children who will pay for the
harm done."

Efforts on behalf of Earth Loretto has been making thus
far are multifaceted (many undertaken at the Motherhouse
in Nerinx, Ky.): helping heal ecosystems and mitigate
carbon through the Carbon Reduction Fund; practicing
regenerative agriculture; instituting green burials; restor-
ing ecosystems; building up a local food shed; including
eco-spirituality in Community liturgies, retreats and Com-
munity members' lives; providing ecological education at
the Motherhouse and beyond; and advocacy efforts across
the Community and at the U.N. Loretto also promotes the
rights and health of farmworkers as a critical component
of ecological justice. The Investment Committee engages
in ecological economics with groups like the Iroquois
Valley Farm.

Please join Loretto in this work to heal Earth. Read the

The Loretto Motherhouse in Kentucky is home to nearly 800 acres
of natural beauty. Photo:Christina Manweller

I oretto learned about Laudate Deum, Pope Francis's pope's encyclical Laudato Si' and the follow-up Laudate
follow-up to his encyclical, Laudato Si) at its Octo- Deum. Make lifestyle changes as you can, and help educate
ber 2023 Community Gathering. others.

Laudate Deum is a call to heed the gravity of the mo- Donate to Loretto's Carbon Reduction Fund by visiting
ment and undertake change before it is too late for Earth our donate page. From the dropdown menu, choose Carbon
and life on Earth. The pope urges us to do this "in con- Reduction Fund.

With the passage of time, | have realized that our responses have not
been adequate, while the world in which we live is collapsing and may

be nearing the breaking point.
Pope Francis, Laudate Deum

Educating for Earth

What is Loretto's role as an educator in this time of urgency? Jessie Rathburn CoL shared her thoughts
at the October 2023 Gathering:

"We have been honing our skills with groups with whom we are already in relationship: our schools, both the
students and the teachers, and like-minded organizations in the area. And we are positioning ourselves to expand
those efforts when the time is right as we develop more relationships with local folks in the area, with schools, with
churches, with scout troops, so that more people can come, and not only share in the beauty of this place and in the
spirituality of this place, but really learn the intricacies of life all around them, to develop those relationships, to set
us up for being a Community of people of transformative action.”

In Laudate Deum, the pope writes, “I ask everyone to accompany this pilgrimage of reconciliation with the world
that is our home and to help make it more beautiful, because that commitment has to do with our personal dignity
and highest values.” Loretto is listening. Will you help us spread the word? We all are educators in this urgent time.
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Justice Fellows gather in El Paso in October 2023. From left, back row, Brenda Varela, Jessica Garcia, Karemy Cruz, Arantza de
Jesus, Anabel Theriault, Larissa Meza; in front, Alicia Villareal Photo: Annie Rosenkranz

“The Loretto Justice Fellowship has taught me about community and how |
can utilize my personal strengths to seek for justice in every way in my life.”

By Annie Rosenkranz, director, Loretto Justice Fellowship program

s so often has been the case in over 200 years of work-

ing for justice and acting for peace, Loretto is at the

leading edge in responding to the calls of our times.
The Community launched the 2023-24 pilot year of the
Loretto Justice Fellowship program in El Paso, Texas, after
an intentional process of deep listening and stakeholder
engagement. Faith-based service programs across the globe
are pausing, closing, consolidating and facing tough deci-
sions at a time of uncertainty for these programs and for
their sponsoring faith communities. Faced with these same
challenges, Loretto took a bold and innovative leap of faith.

'The Loretto Justice Fellowship program, like the Loretto

Volunteer Program from which it evolved, offers a trans-
formative year of service, connecting young justice leaders
to Loretto, to impactful service work with Loretto-aligned
justice organizations and to intentional community. Our
new model centers local community impact — responding
to the needs of the placement organizations and connect-
ing with young leaders within the communities they serve
— while prioritizing inclusivity. Our hope is to expand
and cultivate the sustaining and sustainable community of
justice-seekers that is core to Loretto’s practice and pursuit
of justice. By investing in and supporting the fellows dur-
ing their fellowship year, it is likely that many lives will be
meaningfully impacted now and well into the future, start-
ing with the fellows themselves and those they are serving.
'The launch was met with great interest because of the
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Larissa Meza, Loretto Justice Fellow

intentional inclusion of stakeholders to orient this new
model toward impact. Twenty-five students applied to join
the inaugural Loretto Justice Fellowship cohort; six place-
ment partners — El Paso service organizations active in the
community — submitted seven positions that they hoped
Loretto Justice Fellows would fill. With the support of the
Loretto Community and Loretto Link, the Justice Fel-
lowship was able to respond by expanding our pilot cohort
from five to seven fellowships — filling all positions identi-
fied by the local placement organizations.

Together this year, our Loretto Justice Fellows will con-
tribute over 3,300 service hours to organizations at the
U.S./Mexico border, while connecting with each other and
Loretto Community members during monthly community
meals, regular retreats and Zoom sessions. There is oppor-
tunity for exchange, collaborative learning and connection
between Loretto Community members and emerging jus-
tice leaders. The opportunity to engage in social justice work
in community drew many of the Fellows to our program.
As Loretto well knows, our individual journeys in justice
are enhanced, bolstered and strengthened in community.

'The Loretto Justice Fellows participated in a presentation at
the Loretto Link meeting in January. Watch here:
http://tinyurl.com/Justice-Fellows. Visit the Loretto Link
website to learn about Link: https://lorettolink.org.
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Karemy Cruz
Placement: Center Against Sexual and Family Violence

I'm the Loretto Justice Fellow at the Center Against Sexual and Family Violence
(CASFV). CASFV helps those who consider themselves victims of sexual assault or
domestic violence. The center offers legal aid, immigration assistance, English as a
second language and GED programs, therapy, support groups, assistance with rent
and many other services.

'The opportunity to do my social justice internship here has helped me to learn how
to work collaboratively with different agencies and be able to provide effective sup-
port to clients by promoting trauma-informed practice. The plans I have set for this
tellowship year are to participate in community service events and learn about all the
services that are available in order to expand my knowledge and provide better service
to the clients or anyone in general. The Loretto Fellowship is the stepping stone of
my social work career as it allows me to experience inclusion and equity in order to

Photo courtesy of Larissa Meza promote social justice within the El Paso community.

Arantza de Jesus
Placement: Diocesan Migrant and Refugee Services

The funds from this fellowship have made my start in this field possible. Without
them I wouldn't be able to participate. The funds give people like me an opportunity
to start their career path.

My internship has made me realize how help can come in different ways and
forms. It has made me grateful for all the small tasks that other people have done
for me. I have discovered the importance of community, communication and helping
each other.

Even when we think they don't, small actions create big outcomes.

Photo courtesy of Larissa Meza

Finding a quiet moment for connection, Larissa Meza and Jessica Garcia enjoy one another's company during the Justice Fellowship retreat
in El Paso in November 2023. Photo: Annie Rosenkranz
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Jessica Garcia
Placement: Villa Maria

These funds help students who will become advocates for social justice and practitioners
in the mental health field.

'The Loretto Justice Fellowship Education Award funds have tremendously impacted
my experience. Thanks to these funds, I will be able to pay a big part of my tuition for
completing my master's degree in social work next year in the advanced standing pro-
gram, which means getting my master's in one year! I am so grateful for this; this fund
played a big role in my decision to pursue a master's degree.

These funds are extremely helpful and personally life-changing. I can focus more
on my learning at school and practicum and have access to future studies. This funding
helps me be less stressed and worried about how I will pay my tuition, while opening
the door to multiple growth opportunities.

Larissa Meza
Placement: Diocesan Migrant and Refugee Services

Everyone deserves a chance, maybe once, maybe twice,  'This experience

But we all deserve a chance. Has got me moving, learning
Social Justice for all! And running.

So far this year has passed, and I am rich I will keep running ...

In knowledge, in service and in God. Not for money, not for power
Thank you Loretto for having me on your side. Not for prestige,

I have learned about you, your values. For people, Pasoans.

I'm still interested in how I can help.
Tell me what time? What place?
I will be there ...

Anabel Theriault
Placement: Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center (LAIAC)

I am involved in several programs, including Zona de Desestres, a group for older adults
to share space, socialize and craft. I have begun training to help with the food co-op.
I am also working with Kids Create, a middle school program that offers spiritual
growth opportunities, life skills and mentoring. I am involved in the high school pro-
gram, which includes spiritual development; social-emotional learning and regulation;
civic engagement and social justice lessons; and a college and career readiness training
program. Working with these populations has allowed me to appreciate the need for
community in all stages of life.

It's not about charity but community organizing — listening to what the commu-
nity wants and needs. This insight has led me to appreciate the strengths within
the community and recognize that sustainable change is rooted in the community's
own efforts.



“It’s incredible how much we can learn and contribute when we actively
engage with our communities.”

Photo courtesy of Brenda Varela

Photo courtesy of Alicia Villareal

Alicia Villareal, Loretto Justice Fellow

Brenda Varela
Placement: Ciudad Nueva

I am currently an intern at Ciudad Nueva. My responsibilities are completing de-
mographic intakes for the people who come into the food co-op and assisting in the
elementary after-school program.

One of the most formative experiences of my internship so far has been getting the
opportunity to teach kids about life skills and finding creative hands-on activities that
can help with mental health.

Working with kids has always been something I enjoyed doing, and I've also had an
interest in mental health. Being able to do both has been my favorite part, thus far, of
being part of Ciudad Nueva. I truly feel like I'm in a position to make a difference
in these kids' lives, whether it’s by simply listening to them talk to me about their
day, helping them with their homework or teaching them about mental health and
ways to cope with different emotions.

Alicia Villareal
Placement: Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center

Serving as the Loretto Justice Fellow with Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy
Center (LAIAC) has been an incredible opportunity to grow as a social worker and
person. Immigration has always been a great interest of mine; I am grateful that I
have the opportunity to contribute to this field with the guidance and support of
committed individuals who tirelessly advocate for the well-being of our communities.

The Loretto Justice Fellowship has provided me with training in trauma-in-
formed practice that allows me to practice as a social worker in different settings,
including dehumanizing environments such as immigration detention centers.

My community life experience with LATAC and Loretto has reinforced my com-
mitment to serve and advocate for human rights and policy change surrounding im-
migration. I have been immersed in this unique environment where I am beginning
to understand the complexities of immigration policy, including the challenges and
strengths that exist in this dynamic region.

“Our Fellows are changemakers from within the communities in which they
serve; they are also mothers, caretakers of parents/siblings/families, first-
generation college students, first-generation American citizens and community

leaders.”

Annie Rosenkranz, Loretto Justice Fellowship director

Winter 2024 « 11



just

The border between the U.S. and Mexico at Tijuana presents a stark scene. Photo: Max Béhme, Unsplash

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me some-
thing to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you

visited me.

By Christina Manweller

not simply a brother or sister in difficulty, but Christ

himself, who knocks at our door," Pope Francis has re-
cently written. Migration, he says, is a human right.”

Loretto's Latin America/Caribbean Committee (LACC)
ministers to Christ knocking at the door, offering willing
hearts and hands. LACC helps provide urgently needed help
on the ground, supports migrant advocacy at the border, ad-
vocates for immigration justice and provides education about
immigration realities and issues.

"We must be proximate, meaning close to people, be
willing to move out of our comfort zone, change the narra-
tive about immigrants to one of bravery and strength and
remain hopeful in our justice work. I strive to be all of that
as a friend and advocate for immigrants seeking lives of joy
and safety in our country," shares LACC member Maureen
Flanigan CoL. She points to Bryan Stevenson, founder of
the Equal Justice Initiative and author of "Just Mercy" as an
inspiration for this work.

I n Matthew 25:35-36 Jesus tells us to "see in the migrant
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Matthew 25:35-36

LACC members embrace Loretto's deep commitment

to work for justice and act for peace, serving as a source of
hope for those whose hope is stretched thin. "We’re talk-
ing about people who are here because they are not secure
where they’re from. Climate change means no food. Vio-
lence in their countries trickles down to violence in their
own lives. Many arrive with nothing. If they had some-
thing it was probably taken along the way," explains Mary
Margaret Murphy SL who helps migrants in El Paso.

"In whatever place we decide to build our future, in the
country of our birth or elsewhere, the important thing is
that there always be a community ready to welcome, pro-
tect, promote and integrate everyone, without distinctions
and without excluding anyone," writes the pope.” Loretto
has been doing just this throughout its history and contin-
ues to do so, as you will see on the following pages.

*Read Pope Francis's Sept. 2023 letter for the 109th World
Day for Migrants and Refugees here.


https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/migration/documents/20230511-world-migrants-day-2023.html

What would immigration justice
look like?

Immigration justice in the U.S. would be furthered if the
asylum rules and process already in place were observed,
[ states Mary Jean Friel CoL,, who began working with
migrants as a young Loretto sister in the 1960s. Addi-
tionally, the U.S. Constitution and laws grant rights and
liberties, including due process and equal protection,
which in,the migrant experience are often disregarded.

Since before recorded history humans have
migrated in response to local conditions and changes in
climate. The U.N.'s Universal Declaration of Human
Rights of 1948 recognizes migration as a right.

Pope Francis writes, "We are called to show maximum
respect for the dignity of each migrant; this entails
accompanying and managing waves of migration as best
we can, constructing bridges and not walls, expanding
channels for a safe and regular migration." (Letter for the
109th World Day for Migrants and Refugees, Sept. 2023).

Along with Pope Francis, Loretto supports the rights
and dignity of migrants, working and praying for immi-
gration justice.

Loretto members are among those attending a vigil at El Tiradito Shrine in Nogales, Ariz., in honor of 40 migrants who died on March 27,
2023 in a migrant detention center fire in Juarez, Mexico. LACC members include, clockwise from center, Maureen Flanigan Col, Stacy
Fitzwater Col, Sally Dunne Col, Roxanne Monterastelli Col. Photo courtesy of Stacy Fitzwater Col
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From left, Mary E. "Buffy" Boesen SL, Irma Avila SL, Jacqueline Diego-Medina Col, Kathleen Corbett SL, Jane German Col, Mary Margaret
Murphy SL and Helen Santamaria SL have spent countless hours assisting migrants in El Paso. Photo: Liz Deines SL

El Paso

Located about 10 miles from the U.S.-Mexico border in Texas, El Paso is on the front line of the U.S. immigration hu-
manitarian crisis. For decades, Loretto members in El Paso have provided support to arriving migrants. In recent years,
El Paso has experienced a sizable increase in numbers of arriving migrants, and Loretto members have continued to work

hard to provide much-needed relief.

gym to the influx of migrants in order to provide food,

shelter and showers. Many El Pasoans volunteered to
make and serve food, gather blankets and transform the
gym into a hospitality center. Jane German CoL, Irma
Avila SL and I went down.

"As the shelter grew, we decided to volunteer to
wash towels (there were hundreds). As time went on
the American Red Cross donated many blankets made
from recycled plastic bottles. The numbers of asylum
seekers grew and so did our laundry duties. Kathleen
Corbett SL joined us. As time went on, we were joined
by others from St. Thomas Aquinas, our parish, and for
shorter periods by sisters in other congregations.

"The number of blankets and towels varies. Some
days there are 20 loads for the 60- and 80-pound wash-
ers, and other days up to 40 loads. Many days clothes
from the asylum seekers get thrown in too. We can
spend between $100 and $250 on a wash day. Many

Loretto members, friends and even strangers have given

“ I n December 2022 Sacred Heart Church opened their
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us funds — either directly or through Loretto's develop-
ment office. Gifts have ranged from $5 to several hun-
dred. I have never been afraid to ask for funds for a good
cause. We have received substantial gifts from the owner
of the laundromat."

Mary E. "Buffy" Boesen SL

mense, as there is always something to do, and

that has been easy for me; what has been hard is to
see the fear in the eyes of immigrants when they first
arrive. 'That fear comes from hardships in their mother
countries, the journey to reach the U.S. and the fear
that they will be deported. The fear is also seen in the
smallest of children who have lived the same hardship as
their parents. Welcoming the immigrants, offering them
assistance and giving them a sense of safety has taken
away that fear in their eyes and has turned it to hope
and gratitude. I pray, I love, I volunteer."

Jackie Diego-Medina Col

The physical aspects of being a volunteer are im-



hen volunteers staffing Casa Papa Francisco,

a temporary shelter secured by Ruben Garcia

to accommodate about 20 people, call me for
transportation to the airport or one of four downtown
bus stations, I am happy to be able to drive them so that
they can leave for other parts of the country where they
have family or friends who are sponsoring them as they
wait for their court dates. Some have just celebrated
their 18th birthdays and so have aged out of detention.
Others seeking asylum have qualified for a hearing and
are ready for the next step. Many are from Guatemala or
Honduras; a few are from Ecuador or El Salvador; oth-
ers are from Venezuela, Cuba, Colombia, or occasionally
Mexico or Peru.

"The mornings of Monday, Wednesday and Friday I go
with the other Loretto members to a laundromat that
has big heavy-duty washers and dryers to wash and dry,
fold and pack up towels and blankets that Irma, Bufty
and Jane have picked up the evening before from Sacred
Heart Parish near the border where many immigrants
spend the night. We do this work along with other vol-

unteers who have been recruited by Bufty and Jane."

Kathleen Corbett SL

From left, Kathleen Corbett SL, Irma Avila SL and Jane German Col wash loads of blankets for a shelter in El Paso.

Photo: Mary E. "Buffy" Boesen SL
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Irma Avila SL, left, and Kathleen Corbett SL unload bags of laundry
from a shelter in El Paso. Some days there are 40 loads for the 60-
and 80-pound machines. In addition to Irma and Kathleen, Mary E.

"Buffy" Boesen SL, Terry Franco Col and Jane German Col volunteer

on laundry days. It's a big job!
Photo: Mary E. "Buffy" Boesen SL

The work gets done in El Paso ...

Irma Avila SL has translated for individuals completing
paperwork to apply for asylum. Most recently she is help-
ing widows of U.S. citizens who are required to spend a
month or two at different times of the year in EL Paso in
order to receive widows' benefits. She also participates in
laundry days.

Mary E. "Buffy” Boesen SL has volunteered helping
migrants for many years; she is currently a member of the
Loretto laundry team.

Kathleen Corbett SL drives migrants to the airport or

a bus station when asked. She also is a member of the
Loretto laundry team.

Liz Deines SL supports migrants with her prayers.

Jackie Diego-Medina CoL and Mary Margaret Murphy SL
each spend a day a week volunteering at an Annunciation
House hospitality center. They prepare meals, organize,
clean, accompany women and children to doctor appoint-
ments or to the hospital in emergencies. They say no two
hours are the same.

Terry Franco CoL helps with laundry as she is able.

Jane German CoL helps with laundry and prays for the
safety of the migrants and for just immigration laws.
Helen Santamaria SL has been driving immigrants to the
airport and bus stations since 2014.

I pray, I love, 1 volunteer.

Jackie Diego-Medina CoL

What are the causes of migration?

Migration is commonly the result of war, natural disasters or poverty. Crime, inequality,
corruption and governmental instability also result in untenable living conditions, driving
desperate citizens to seek safety and improved conditions. Weather shocks and environmental
degradation, often leading to floods and desertification, are now forcing farmers oft their land.
At the end of 2022 there were 35 million migrants worldwide who had been displaced from
their homelands, another 5 million asylum seekers and 63 million internally-displaced per-
sons. Imagine being forced to flee your community, your country and all that you have known
to undertake a perilous journey to an unfamiliar country, taking only what you can carry.
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The needs are great and our hearts
are full as we work together
to honor the worth and dignity

of every person.

Denver

Between late 2022 and fall of 2023, 25,000 migrants were
served in Denver, staying in temporary shelters before
being forced to survive on the streets or travel to another
city. As conditions have deteriorated in Latin America in
recent years, many have fled unsafe and untenable condi-
tions, often crossing the border into Texas. The state of
Texas has bused many of these migrants to other states,
including Colorado.

A significant percentage of recent migrants is made up
of Venezuelans fleeing unstable conditions, violence and
economic hardship at home. In recent years more than
7 million people have fled the country. Nearly 55,000
Venezuelans arrived at the U.S. border with Mexico in
September 2023 alone.

LACC members in Colorado provide welcome and as-
sistance, partnering with local organizations.

Working for justice in Denver

do is small but mighty," says Maureen Flanigan CoL.

“ The Latin America/Caribbean Committee in Colora-

"There are so many opportunities to be in relation-
ship with our immigrant families in Colorado. The needs
are great and our hearts are full as we work together to
honor the worth and dignity of every person.

"We are so grateful to the agencies, staffs and volun-
teers providing resources in our area.”

LACC in Denver is committed to continuing part-
nerships with local organizations including:

Casa de Pag, founded in 2012, provides safe temporary
shelter and help to those released from the Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement detention jail in Aurora,

Maureeen Flanigan CoL

Left to right, Martha Crawley CoL, Maureen Flanigan CoL and
Mary Helen Sandoval CoL have each worked hard on behalf of
migrants over the years. Martha and Maureen are current mem-
bers of Loretto's Latin America/Caribbean Committee.

Photo courtesy of Mary Helen Sandoval CoL
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Colo., as they seek safety and fight their cases. Casa de
Paz has welcomed over 10,000 guests from 80 countries.

Coloradans for Immigrant Rights (CFIR) is an or-
ganization that Loretto Community members in Colo-
rado partner with to form and maintain relationships
with federal and local politicians and advocate with im-
migrants on their cases and on legislation, accompanying

Border trips

“ ur border trips are an opportunity to be im-
mersed in Loretto and LACC values of witness,
hope and friendship in humanitarian service.

On these trips we offer monetary donations, supplies
and clothing. What we gain is hearing the migrants
share their stories of heartbreak, courage and strength.
We bring their stories home to our communities to stir
consciences and build friendships in our communities,
encouraging efforts for legislative action and immigra-
tion reform."

Maureen Flanigan Col

How can we help?

people to their immigration hearings, participating in vigils,
rallies and marches, joining family celebrations when cases
go well and being present when they don't.

St. Mary’s Academy (SMA) is located in the Denver area.
LACC members in Colorado engage with students and
teachers by speaking at SMA events. The SMA staff have
participated in and contributed to LACC border trips.

Volunteers at a community center in Sasabe, Sonora, Mexico,
proudly sport Loretto T-shirts. Loretto sponsored a retreat for the
volunteers who cope with nonstop stress as they assist arriving
migrants and deal with the realities of cartels. Sasabe is about 75
miles from Tucson, Ariz.

Photo: Dora Rodriguez

Start by visiting Loretto's immigration justice webpage where you will learn more about the
work being done and how to stay informed.

Once there, you can also click on the red donate button (upper right) to help further this

important ministry.

Keep up-to-date about what is going on that affects migrants personally and politically. Act
when you can, and pray for all migrants everywhere, that they may find safety and welcome.
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Loretto’s Latin America/Carribean Committee members are Martha Crawley CoL, Sally Dunne CoL,
Stacy Fitzwater CoL, Maureen Flanigan CoL, Mary Jean Friel CoL, Molly Kammien CoL, Rosa
Lizarde CoL, Rox Monterastelli CoL, Lillian Moskeland CoL and Mariela Ramirez CoL.
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https://www.lorettocommunity.org/how-we-serve/justice-peace/immigration-justice/

Mexico

Loretto works with organizations in Mexico to provide food and human-
itarian assistance to migrants. Mary Jean Friel CoL volunteers weekly

at two shelters in Tijuana and visits others every couple of months. Other
Loretto members visit the shelters when Loretto hosts border trips. Loretto
also works with Bob Kee, friend of the Community and member of the Tuc-
son Samaritans, who delivers water and food to the desert to help save lives.
Bob is also a medic, and is able to provide medical assistance.

Organizations Loretto partners with near the border include:

Casa de Arcoiris (“Rainbow House”), a grassroots organization in Tijuana
supporting LGBTQI+ migrants in search of asylum in the United States or
refuge in Mexico. Casa Arcoiris operates a shelter and provides humanitarian
services, access to legal services, healthcare and counseling in collaboration
with local and international organizations.

Espacio Migrante, a shelter and community center housing 40 migrants in
Tijuana. Those served include Afghans, Africans and Haitians who wait in
Tijuana for decisions on their asylum applications. Loretto helps purchase
vouchers that can be used for essentials, including food, diapers and tents.

Kino Border Initiative, a faith-based group that strives to respond to the
critical needs of migrants in Nogales. They provide two meals a day, medical
support, personal care items and clothing.

Salvavision, an organization in Tucson, Ariz., primarily working in Sasabe,
Sonora. Loretto has helped local women who assist migrants seeking asylum
in the U.S. There are many children in Sasabe, and Loretto hopes to help
start a library.

Casa de Arcoiris's garden coordinator, foreground, gives a tour to Mary Jean Friel CoL.
Loretto helped start the urban garden, which enables shelter residents to eat healthily
while providing a healing activity and training. Photo: Rosa Lizarde ColL

Mary Jean Friel ColL travels to Tijuana
each week to volunteer with migrants

at shelters.

Photo courtesy of Mary Jean Friel CoL

A child at a shelter in Arizona.

Photo: Mary Jean Friel CoL
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he bodies of 62 Sisters

of Loretto who had been

buried in the cemetery at
Loretto Heights College in Denver
were moved to a new resting place
at Mount Olivet Catholic Cem-
etery in Wheat Ridge, Colo., in
August 2022.

Most of the sisters had come to
Loretto Heights to teach, often
arriving from New Mexico, Mis-
souri or Kentucky. They were true
pioneers, and not only in the edu-
cational sense — many undertook
perilous journeys before arriving in
Denver. It took two months for one
sister, Luisa Romero SL, to travel
from Santa Fe, N.M., to Denver
by ox cart in 1865, a journey of five
hours by car today.

Loretto Heights was first the site
of an academy, opened in 1891.
Loretto Heights College was
founded on the site in 1918.The
Heights property was sold in 1988
and continued as a university for
some years. Today it is under rede-
velopment to include low-income
housing and an art venue, among
other amenities.

A few of the sisters who were
buried in the Loretto Heights cem-
etery are featured on these pages.

Left, the approach to Loretto Heights College
in Denver in 1949 offers a view of the original
Loretto Heights Academy building, partially
obscured by trees (hundreds of trees were
planted around the campus). This building,
dating to 1887, would later become the col-
lege's administration building. A Celtic cross
graces the building's tower. Celtic crosses
also adorn Pancratia Hall, built in 1929.
Photos pages 20-25: Loretto Archives

Aurelia Archambault was born in 1855. Her father, an immigrant from
Montreal, ran a trading post on the Sweetwater River in Wyoming. The
family moved to Nebraska in 1856 when fighting broke out between set-
tlers and Native Americans. She attended public schools in Nebraska and
Missouri. Aurelia entered Loretto in 1870, at the age of 15, from St. Louis.
She studied English and music and taught at schools in Kansas, Kentucky,
Missouri and Colorado.

She wrote, “The burning of St. Ann’s Academy [in what is now St. Paul,
Kan.] on Sept. 3, 1895, was the most extraordinary event I witnessed in
religion. Witnessed the burning of Webster too.” [She may be referring to a
boarding school for girls run by Loretto after purchasing the Webster prop-
erty; the school burned in 1905. Webster College opened in 1924.]

She grew deaf in her later years, allotting more time to her favorite ac-
tivities, reading and prayer. The last years of her life were spent at Loretto
Heights where she retired at age 75. She died in 1943.
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Pancratia Bonfils was born in 1852 in St. Louis to Protes-
tant parents. She converted to Catholicism while attending
Loretto Academy in Florissant, Mo. , and was confirmed at
the age of 12.'The next year she decided to dedicate her life
to God. A determined young woman, she took first vows at
the age of 16 and immediately set out for Denver to help at
the new Loretto school, St. Mary’s Academy, where she was
known for her kindness to Native Americans who came to
the school for food.

She taught at St. Mary's for many years and served as
superior in 1891 and 1892 before going on to oversee the
founding of Loretto Heights Academy (later College).

She chose the site on a hill in south Denver and directed
construction of the first two campus buildings. She served
as the school's first superior. Except for brief interludes, she
spent the rest of her life as superior of St. Mary's or Loretto
Heights, working until her death in 1915.

In 1929 when a new building was added at Loretto
Heights, it was appropriately named Pancratia Hall.
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Davina Burns was born in 1854. She entered Loretto in
1875 and died in 1889 at St. Mary's Convent in Denver.
An obituary in a local newspaper noted that she had a
"rare magnetism of soul." According to the writer, "Prob-
ably no sister in Colorado was more sincerely or more
universally beloved than the late Sister Davina. The holiness
and simplicity of her life drew all hearts to her .... In her
presence, one felt as if she were haloed with the beautiful
innocence of childhood, made more beautiful still by the
radiant virtue which sacredly guarded it. Her smile was the
smile of purest joy, for her joy was always in God; her tears
ever reflected the consoling light of submission to God's
will, were ever touched by the ray of highest charity. Her
religion was a religion of love, her example a saintly exhor-
tation. Sister Davina was a model religious, and her death
was in harmony with the peace and beauty of her life. Sur-
rounded by her sisters in religion, strengthened by the Holy
Sacraments, and with the hands of God's minister lifted
in final blessing over her, she calmly closed her eyes to the
things of earth, which had been to her so many reflections
of God's love and goodness, and opened them, we pray, to
the eternal joys of heaven."



Clare Clayton was born in 1875 in Holy Cross, Ky,
entering Loretto in 1892. She taught second and third
grades for more than 50 years at schools in Missouri and
Ohio and served as superior at several schools. She had a
special love for St. Louis.

She died during a summer visit to Denver in 1952, in
the 60th year of her vowed life, and was buried at Loretto
Heights.

Lua Kelliher was born in 1887 in County Clare, Ireland.
She entered Loretto in 1907 and was sent to Loretto
Heights Academy in Denver. She was known for her child-
like disposition.

Suffering from poor health, she died in 1912, just after
her 25th birthday.

Photo: Loretto Archives
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Floscella Keating was born in 1873 in Kansas to Irish
parents. She was educated at St. Ann’s Academy in what is
now St. Paul, Kan., for eight years.

She entered Loretto in 1894. She worked in the kitchens
in Santa Fe, N.M., and Pueblo, Colo., for several years,
before being sent to Loretto Heights in Denver where she
spent the next 35 years taking care of the chaplain's home
and dining room, as well as his pet collies, each named Jack
(see photo page 23; this is likely one of the Jacks).

She died at Loretto Heights on Holy Saturday in 1940.
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Vivian Edelen was born in Kentucky in 1870 and entered
Loretto in 1894. She spent 50 years as an administrator and
teacher at St. Mary’s Academy and Loretto Heights College.
She was the registrar at Loretto Heights for 25 years and
was head of the history department until her death.

She held a master's from the University of Colorado and
a Ph.D. from DePaul University in Chicago. She was well-
loved and was known for her knowledge of politics and
history, as well as astronomy, which she generously shared.
She was also a gifted musician.

Throughout her life, she kept in touch with Sister Celine,
a Carmelite and the first graduate of Loretto Heights
College, who recalled her teacher's vivid astronomy lessons

many years later. She died in 1947.



Amie Hynes was born in 1868 in St. Louis to Irish parents.

She taught at several schools in Colorado, spending the last
30 years of her life at St. Mary’s Academy.

She wrote, “I entered religion as a novice on Aug. 15,
1888. Since then I have studied painting and music, espe-
cially vocal, and have taught the elementary branches and
painting.”

She was said to have a happy outlook on life and was
blessed with many friends. At her funeral Mass, the Rev.
C.M. Johnson said, “In the 42 years of her religious life,
Sister Aimee has lived a life of joy, humor and service.”

She died in 1930.

Francis de Sales McGarry was born in Colorado Springs,
Colo., in 1900. She entered Loretto in 1921, the year after
graduating from Loretto Heights College with a bachelor's
in romance languages and minors in Latin and philosophy.
She went on to earn a master's in Spanish and a minor in
French. In 1937 she was awarded a Ph.D. in Spanish with
minors in French and Italian from Catholic University in
Wiashington, D.C. In 1957 she earned a Diploma Magis-
terii in Scientis Sacris from Regina Mundi in Rome where
she studied for three years. She also studied in Havana and
in Israel on a Department of State grant.

She taught at schools in Missouri and Colorado and
served as dean at Loretto Heights College and at Webster
College (now University) in St. Louis. She was teaching
theology at Loretto Heights in 1967, the year she died.
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remembrances

Delores Kincaide SL Dec. 29, 1929 - July 30, 2023
Delores was born in Detroit. She was baptized a Catholic at 18 and entered Loretto three
years later, taking the name Sister Laurian. She taught in Loretto schools for 20 years and
in 1973 returned to Detroit to work with people with developmental delays. She was pro-
gram coordinator at Trombly Home, a women’s adult foster care home, for 18 years. She
also worked at a sheltered workshop where women from Trombly House worked. In the
mid-1990s, she returned to Kansas City and immersed herself in peace and justice groups.
In 2005 she “retired” to New Mexico where she supported mission activities. In her mid-
80s, Delores moved to Loretto Motherhouse where she organized art supplies, worked on
the convent library and instigated a bloody card game called Spite and Malice.

Guadalupe (Lupe) Arciniega SL May 2, 1936 — Nov. 10, 2023
Lupe started her ministry many years ago as a teacher, and went on to educate more broadly
than just in the classroom. Over the course of nearly 69 years as a Sister of Loretto, Lupe's
commitment to service and education began in her hometown of El Paso, Texas. She went
on to work with Cesar Chavez in California, then served in Wyoming and Latin America,
before providing migrant farm assistance in Alabama. Lupe called Kentucky home since
1985. She said in an interview, “Half of my life is with Hispanics, and then the other half
with the sisters. I'm enculturated ... I get inspired by the people. I take my cues from
them ... I'm an advocate for the Hispanic and poor here in Kentucky. That's what I want
put on my tombstone.”

Photo: Christina Manweller

Unabridged remembrances are found on the Loretto website:

www.lorettocommunity.
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Memorials and Tributes of Honor
September 2023 — December 2023

In honor of:

Requested by:

An asterisk ( *) following a name
identifies a Loretto co-member.

Pauline Albin SL
Marshall Bradley
Barbara Ann Barbato SL
Donna Marie Campbell
Mary Bickel

Sr. Lesley Block, OP
John Henry Boedeker
Terry and Colette Purcell
Johanna Brian SL

Sally Farley

Paula Stansel Carr
Elizabeth Dober

Anne Karl Hemmer
Susan Classen*
Catherine Madden*
Denise Ann Clifford SL
Mary “Micki” Baker
Margie Fiorella Collignon
Elizabeth Dober

Anne Karl Hemmer
Mary Ann Cunningham SL
Catherine Madden*

Eva Antone Ross

Donna Day SL

Pat Schmitt

Elizabeth Couch Dober
Anne Karl Hemmer
Antoinette Doyle SL
Cynthia Giguere-Unrein
Regina Drey SL

Diann Nestel and Kim Vance
Marie L. Ego SL
Cornelia Dietz

Ann Salter

Sue Roehrig Ellert
Elizabeth Dober

Anne Karl Hemmer
Bernie Feeney SL
Martha Alderson*

Julia Frane

Janet Frane

JoAnn Gates*
Catherine Madden*
Mary Ann Gleason SL
Denis Noonan

Jeannine Gramick SL
John M. Le Bedda, Il
Francis DeBernardo
James and Rosemary Jepson
Hank and Nancy Mascotte
Jennifer Morgan
Maria Formoso and Joan O'Brien
Ryan Ignatius Pratt
Rev. Paul Thomas
Madie Gustafson
Dr. Susan Geersen
Anne Karl Hemmer
Elizabeth Dober
Joanne Beyer Hersch
Elizabeth Dober
Anne Karl Hemmer
Mary Jo Highland
Mary A. Highland
Elisa Johnson
Mary Sanitato
Michael Katey
Robert and Marylou Mueller
Eileen Kersgieter SL
Steven and Regina Hermann
Sr. Mary Schmittgens, OP
The Kirchner Family
Mary Ann Kirchner
Beatrice Klebba SL
Colleen Douglas and Arnold Nowak
Tracy and Diane Roberts
Sally Schaeffer Kopecky
Elizabeth Dober
Anne Karl Hemmer
Loretto:
Loretto Academy, Kansas City,
class of 1973
Kathleen Jaros
Loretto Heights College
faculty & staff, 1963-1967
Michele Saad
Loretto High School class of
1964
David and Nancy Bash
Sisters of Loretto
Mary Sue Anderson

Loretto (cont.)

St. Michael School graduates,

St. Louis
Carol Crow
Mary McAuliffe SL
Michael and Michele Markham
Mary Ellen McElroy SL
Bill and Elizabeth Mariner
My sisters:
Jeanne, Connie and Maureen
Anton and Mary Lubeley
Barbara Nicholas SL
Mary Vincent Breeck
Ellen Castille
John Notar
Mary Ott
Lydia Pena SL
Dr. Steve Atchley
Margie Beck Plunkett
Elizabeth Dober
Anne Karl Hemmer
Julie Popham*
Dan and Kathy Goyette
Elaine Marie Prevallet SL
Dale and Alice Coski
Tom and Peggy Derieg
Mary Catherine Rabbitt SL
Dennis and Peggy Rabbitt
Barbara Roche SL
Mary Bannister
Annie Rosenkranz
Matt and Kath Sigrist
Anthony Mary Sartorius SL
Beth Blissman
Virginia St-Cyr
Sandra Schmitzer
Mary Jane Frederick*®
Barbara Schulte SL
Carol Rossi
Susie Schulte
Carol Rossi
Agnes Ann Schum SL
David and Deborah George
Aidea Sluyter
Kathleen Jaros

(continued next page)
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In honor of: An asterisk ( *) following a name

Req Uesfed by: identifies a Loretto co-member.

Marlene Spero SL Carol Thompson Suzanne Fitzgerald Wallis
Carol Rossi Elizabeth Dober Elizabeth Dober

Marie Lourde Steckler SL Anne Karl Hemmer Anne Karl Hemmer

Jason Steckler and Family Kathleen Tighe SL Emerson Miles Watkins
Mary Joe Zeillmann Alfred Frey Steve Watkins

Mary Swain SL Catherine Madden*

Samuel Corbett Joseph Tally

Dan and Kathy Goyette Kathleen Vonderhaar SL

Bill and Elizabeth Mariner Bill and Elizabeth Mariner

Flowers bloom in a cart at the Loretto Motherhouse in Nerinx, Ky.
Photo by Christina Manweller

In memory of: An asterisk ( *) following a name

Requested b)’ identifies a Loretto co-member.

Guadalupe (Lupe) Arciniega SL Martha Belke SL Kevin Bradt, SJ

Bob and Sharon Ernst Kevin and Julie Dicken Henry and Margaret Ferraioli
Ximena Ferguson Muriel Bennett Robert and Elaine Brennan
Ted and Martha Groene Lynn Haggerty Anton and Mary Lubeley
Catherine Madden* Mary Louise Beutner SL Domitilla Brown SL

Sandy and Judy Steckler Mary Elmira Smith Wilkey Rev. Robert Osborne

Mary Joe Zeillmann Mary Grace Boone SL Kay Carlew SL

Patricia Ann Shaw Ashman Mary Rogers Ellen Castille

Joseph Ashman Cathy Box, Loretto Academy KC'66  Mary Vago Carr

Firmin Ballard SL Sharon Mickelson Alyssa laia and John Carr

George Ballard
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In memory of:

Requested by:

Elaine Rusche Carroll

John Carroll

Josefa Marie Casares SL
Jose Arvizu

Alice Cavanaugh

Mary Vincent Breeck

Frances Camilla Cavanaugh SL
Thomas and Jaqueline Lawler
Jean Carmel Cavanaugh SL
Thomas and Jaqueline Lawler
Michael Kearney Cavanaugh
Mary Lang

Louise Childers, LHC 1948
Gene and Louise Rahll
Elizabeth Ann Compton SL
Molly Kammien *

Kate Compton

Kaye Feskanin

Aunt Sis Compton

Kaye Feskanin

Lee Connolly SL

Susan Murray and Michael Tevlin
Mary Conter SL

Greg and Joanne Piper

Mary Campbell Moore Coorssen
Charles and Jeaninne Sandlin
Mary Ann Coyle SL

Judith Hughes

Rose Patrick Curran SL
Kathleen Ronnenberg

Kay DeMarea SL

Jim Lievre

Sharon Teufel Malecky
Kathlene Olberz and Family
Barbara Qualls

Susanne Reasbeck and Family
Henry and Christine Dillon
John Dillon

Marian Disch SL

Dr. Richard and Barbara Cross
Mary Ann Dorman*

Rose Marie Hayden

Francis Edna SL

Ted Tonkinson

Velma Fleming

Michaela Fleming*

Martha Fly*

David Schoeni and Laura Rasor
Julia Frane

Janet Frane

Ann Francis Gleason SL

Carol Mattingly

Bernie and Patty Michalek

Nancy Cella Sunkel

Esther Marie Goodrow SL

Dr. John Bell

Rosemary Grawer SL

Larry Brunelli

Matthew Marie Grennan SL

Charles and Joan Grennan

Paul Mary Grennan SL

Charles and Joan Grennan

Mary Katherine Hammett SL

Dr. Marilyn Montenegro

Marie Noel Hebert SL

James Hebert

Eileen Marie Heckman SL

John and Susan Reuter

Joseph Highland

Mary A. Highland

Jane Carroll Bickett Hummel

Mildred Boss

Cecily Jones SL

Martha Alderson*

Helen Jones

Patricia Anne Kaiser

Valorie Becker

Jean Kelley SL

David McCarthy

Leo Kirchner

Mary Ann Kirchner

Louis Marie Kroeger SL

Larry and Mary-Mel Kroeger

Kay Lane SL

Alfred Frey

Ame Calistiana De Leon

Ryan Ignatius Pratt

Mary Kenneth Lewis SL

Gary Kress

Paige Patterson

Loretto
All Deceased Sisters of Loretto

Mary Sue Anderson
All Sisters who taught at Blessed
Sacrament, St. Mary's Academy
& Loretto Heights College, Denver

Mary Beth and Patrick Moorhead
My Loretto Heights College
English professor

Mary Elmira Smith Wilkey

Loretto (cont.)
Sisters who taught
at St. Ann's Arlington, VA
Charles and Kathleen Titterton
Alice Ann Love*
Joy Conlon and Roman Gales
Mary Ellen Bugas Luttenegger '64
Loretto Heights College
Dr. Thomas Luttenegger
Peter MacAnulty
Tim and Maria Loveall
Ann Manganaro SL
Jessica Maich
Patricia Jean Manion SL
Joseph and Emilie Deady
Rosemary Mason
Gabriel Mason SL
Frances Candlin
Patricia Wiedower
Marian McAvoy SL
Lucretia Philanthropic Foundation, Inc.
Patricia Eve Singer McCracken
Colleen Chappellet
John McCracken, Jr.
David McGivern
Mary Elizabeth Bundy*
Fr. Ben Meyer
William and Stella Clifford
Fran Meyers
Susan Murray and Michael Tevlin
Mary Milton
James T. Milton
Jimmy Mireles
Ruth Mireles
Christella Morrison SL
Maureen DeCourcey
Ann Mueller SL
Mark Currington
Jane Frances Mueller SL
Mark Currington
The Murray Family
Bill and Adele DeLine
Doloretta Marie O'Connor SL
Estate of Dr. Kaye Smith
and Marjorie Chockley
Aurelia Ottersbach SL
Carol Mattingly
Rosalie Marie Phillips SL
Jerry and Jackie Stevison
Raymond Stevison, Jr.

(continued next page)
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In Memory of:

Requested by:

An asterisk ( *) following a name
identifies a Loretto co-member.

Carol Ann Ptacek SL

Wesley and Katherine White
Vicki Quatmann SL

Asherah Cinnamon

Robert and Aidea Sluyter
Gerald and Catherine Stoverink
Charlotte A. Rabbitt

Dennis and Peggy Rabbitt
Jean Louise Rafferty SL
Sandra Graham

James Rauen

Janet Rauen

Lucy Ruth Rawe SL

John and Alice Lucchesi

Mary Joyce Reasoner SL

Rita Smith

Ellen Rehg

Michael Rehg

Margaret Reidy SL

Patrick and Mary Beth Moorhead
Michael Reidy

Frances Schwartzman Riley, LHC '57
Robert Riley

Leonora Mary Schierman SL
Rene Lusser

Francis Louise Ritter SL

Jane Kensok

Ann Lucille Ryan SL

Joan Sheffer

Margaret “Maggie” Ryan
Shane and Jane Calkins
Ashley Sherry Colon

Heather Core

Andrew Eggleston

Susan Hoffmann

Jana, Tim, Morgan & Abby Jensen
R.J. Keefe

Roger and Janis McCurley
Mary Ellen Pearson

Jarret Roth

Sr. Mary Schmittgens, OP
Four Boilermakers Anesthesia,
the Skradskis

Joan Marie White

Sonia Sabath

Wardene Crowley

Anna Barbara (Brady) Sakurai*
Charles Brady

Dorothy Scheopner SL

John and Theresa Stevi
Huberta Schlagel SL

Judy Varley

Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Schmidt
Regina Schmidt

Paul Sheffer

Joan Sheffer

Magdalen Mary Skees SL
Brigid Crush

Maureen Smith*

Susan Kenney*

Andrew Stawowy
Therese Stawowy*
Michael Stevison

Denise Blancke
Georgette T. Straub
John and Mary Straub
Susan Swain SL

Dalan and Nancy Jensen
Alice Eugene Tighe SL
Bill and Elizabeth Mariner
Carina Vetter SL

Ed and Janice Weber
Frances Marie Walsh SL
Sarah McClanahan
Michaela Walsh

Jean Watros

Mary Watros

Stephana Westhoff SL
Emily Westhoff
Jacqueline Grennan-Wexler*
Elizabeth Burrows

Joan and Charles Grennan
Jane Wilcox SL

Joan Herman

Rosemary Wilcox SL
Joan Herman

Myra Wisniewski

Art and Barb Ratkewicz
Katherine Woodward
Clifford Woodward

Donate in honor of, or in memory of, aloved one or a cherished Loretto member:

www.lorettocommunity.org/donate
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Postscript

Dear Loretto Friends,

In reading through this beautiful issue of Loretto
Magazine, over and over I see love in action:

*  Love in action for the Vietnamese orphans shep-
herded here by Loretto sisters and co-members in
the 1970s, and reunited by them years later.

* Love in action by staft members at bedsides, in the
halls and throughout the Loretto Living Center.

* Love in action as the call is heeded to heal the
earth, the land and all its inhabitants.

* Love in action as Loretto Justice Fellows serve
others and build community for the long haul.

* Love in action propelling Loretto sisters to make
long journeys to open schools in the West.

* Love in action by Loretto members who support
the needs and rights of migrants and refugees in

the U.S. and in Mexico.

Supporting the rights of migrants and refugees — that’s
where I met many Loretto members. I worked previous-
ly in advocacy with farmworkers, the people whose labor
we depend upon for our fruits and vegetables, dairy
products and more. Historically excluded from labor
laws, and mostly immigrants, farmworkers take a great
risk to stand up for their basic rights to be paid fairly, to
work in safe conditions and to be treated with respect.
Loretto members stand with them on picket lines, in
marches and support their boycotts.

'The hope and courage of farmworkers gives me hope.
Loretto gives me hope. For over 200 years Loretto
members have responded to the call to make God’s
love manifest in our world, to put love into action. I am
grateful to be connected to this Community and grate-
tul to all of you who support it.

Thank you!

Virginia Nesmith
Development Director
vnesmith@lorettocommunity.org
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A mural greets those entering Casa de la Misericordia y de Todas, a shelter for migrants in Nogales, Mexico. Photo: Maureen Flanigan CoL

“It is not easy to have to move and find a new home, new neighbors and new friends.
The good thing is that we also make new friends. We meet people who open doors for
us, who are kind to us. They offer us friendship and understanding, and they try to help
us not to feel like strangers. To feel at home.”

Pope Francis to school children in East Harlem, New York City, 2015




