








Graphics: ‘.
phics: Jeanf]e Dueber, S L., Margaret Grace Elsey. S.L.. Pat Kenoyer.S‘L
Damian MarySimmons, S.L.

INTRODUCTION

THE HISTORY SAMPLER of the Sisters of Loretto outlines a
limited number of important happenings which have marked their
history during a century and three-quarters. The data has been
arranged in decades and set against contemporary historical events
in the nation and the church during simultaneous periods.

These events provided the milieu and culture in which Loretto
was founded and developed, in which the sisters and their students
lived and learned. These events sometimes influenced and often
enough shaped their group and individual histories. A textual
history with graph and maps has been inserted in the center of
this booklet to supplement the decadal account.

The title for this monograph was suggested by the finding of a
cache of embroidery samplers made by the sisters and their stu-
dents in the nineteenth century. Just as those pieces of handiwork
merely indicated aspirations and activities, so too this work only
samples the history of the Sisters of Loretto.

Fortunately, fuller accounts of the Loretto story have been en-
fleshed in books, articles and archives, although much Loretto
history has been lost through fires or the neglect to record. Conso-
lation for this loss, however, can be found in the forty-fourth chap-
ter of the book of Sirach, verses 9-11: “Of others there is no
memory, yet these were also godly women whose virtues have not
been forgotten...their heritage remains with their descendants. ...
their glory will not be blotted out.”

Florence Wolff, S.L.

Loretto Motherhouse
Nerinx, Kentucky
February 12, 1986







































































